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Reviews and Notices 119 

[presumably ing becomes in] and sometimes, too, in the middle, as in 
stren'th and reco'nize"; and he has a vague conception of differences 
in function of words (on p. 217, for instance, he thinks that the American 
use of them as a demonstrative proves that the derivation of 'em from hem 
is wrong; on p. 219 he treats ye in look ye as objective; on p. 222 he seems 
to say that me in "I ht me pipe" is from me). One could fill pages with 
examples of the errors resulting from the author's lack of systematic train- 
ing. Even his statements as to vocabulary are not reliable; e.g., pail, 
coal-hod, and postman are widely used in this country. 

Yet, despite the extraordinary faults that make it untrustworthy, the 
book contains a great deal of interesting correct information, and on many 
points its author has sound philological ideas. It is a convenient and useful 
work for the general reader and the undergraduate student interested in 
language. 

James Root Hulbebt 

University of Chicago 



The Tragedy of Tragedies, or the Life and Death of Tom Thumb 
the Great, with the Annotations of H. Scriblerus Secundus. By 
Henky Fielding. Edited by James T. Hillhouse. New 
Haven: Yale University Press; London: Humphrey Milford, 
Oxford University Press, 1918. Pp. viii+223. 

Professor Hillhouse's edition of The Tragedy of Tragedies furnishes in 
compact form a large amount of hitherto uncollected data bearing on Field- 
ing's early dramatic work as well as on the interests of the English literary 
public during the second quarter of the eighteenth century. The editor has 
rendered the student of Fielding an especial service by reprinting with 
collations the first edition of the Tom Thumb of 1730 in juxtaposition with the 
enlarged version of the following year. In the introduction, appendixes, 
and notes he deals with the stage history of the play and with its burlesque 
of the heroic drama. A more exhaustive study of the circumstances under 
which the play was composed would probably show that Fielding's choice of 
chap-book accounts of Tom Thumb and Arthur as a vehicle for satire are 
more intimately connected with the contemporary reaction against the 
growing interest in antiquarian research and the "low" literature of the 
people than has generally been suspected. In connection with the editor's 
discussion of early eighteenth-century chap-book versions of the life of Tom 
Thumb, attention may be called to Ritson's reference (Pieces of Anc. Pop. 
Poetry [1791], p. 98) to a folio edition of Thomas Redivivus containing 
Wagstaffe's Comment and published the year before the first version of 
Fielding's play. 

T. P. C. 
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